 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1LUKE 17:1-10
Forgiveness

1Jesus said to his disciples: "Things that cause people to sin are bound to come, but woe to that person through whom they come. 2It would be better for him to be thrown into the sea with a millstone tied around his neck than for him to cause one of these little ones to sin. 3So watch yourselves. "If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him. 4If he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times comes back to you and says, 'I repent,' forgive him." 

5The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith!" 

6He replied, "If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and planted in the sea,' and it will obey you. 

7"Suppose one of you had a servant plowing or looking after the sheep. Would he say to the servant when he comes in from the field, 'Come along now and sit down to eat'? 8Would he not rather say, 'Prepare my supper, get yourself ready and wait on me while I eat and drink; after that you may eat and drink'? 9Would he thank the servant because he did what he was told to do? 10So you also, when you have done everything you were told to do, should say, 'We are unworthy servants; we have only done our duty.' "

FORGIVENESS
Luke 17:1-10

1.    WE ALL NEED TO BE _________________________. [1-3]
2.   We all need to ______________________. [3-4]
3.   We all need the right _________________ in order to_____________________. [5-6]
4.   It is our ____________ to____________________________. [7-10]
· FIRST PRINCIPLE: 

· SECOND PRINCIPLE:  
QUESTIONS FOR COMMUNITY GROUPS
1. What was new for you from the sermon?

2. How have you caused someone else to sin?  What will you do about it?

3. From whom do you need to ask forgiveness?

4.  Whom do you need to forgive?

5. In what area(s) of your life do you need God’s forgiveness?

6. Have you received God’s forgiveness by receiving Jesus Christ as your Savior?  Will you receive Jesus tonight?

CONFESSION OF SIN
Leader:
Lord, we have left damaged relationships and hurt feelings in our               wake.  Sometimes we don’t even care about the damage we have 

                   caused and do little or nothing to heal the wounds we have                      created.

All:

And yet, we harbor grudges and resentments for even small slights.   We ponder revenge in our hearts and do not forgive.  In fact we sometimes even think about how we can get even with the people who have wronged us.

Leader:
And yet You do not deal with us in this same fashion.  Even though we deserve Your wrath, you have forgiven us time and time again.  All the wrath we deserve You poured out on Your Son Jesus on the Cross who willingly offered up Himself for our sake.

All:

Father, please forgive our hardened and unforgiving hearts.  Please have mercy on us by moving us to forgive.  And yet we cannot forgive unless You work Your own forgiveness so deeply into our hearts that we cannot resist forgiving others.  Please work in us this way today and every day.  Cause us to leave church today with a firm conviction to forgive at least one person because You have forgiven us.

Word of Encouragement

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.  I John 1:9

He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all-- how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?   Romans 8: 32
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